
gcma.net.au 1

Newsletter Issue 02   |   March 2019Newsletter
Issue 02   |   March 2019

CEO Update
Welcome to our latest news, 

It’s been quite a time at the 
Global Centre for Modern Ageing 
since our launch in October. In 
2019, we have experienced a 
very strong response from more 
than seventy businesses and 
researchers wanting to understand 
more about the Modern Ageing 
sector and explore what role they 
could play in understanding the 
changing needs and wants of 
people as they age. 

We are also privileged to host 
senior international delegations 
with leaders, most recently 
from Malaysia, Sweden and 
China, sharing insights on the 
opportunities and challenges of 
ageing that unite and distinguish 
us as a global community.

As importantly, we welcome 
anyone who is curious to explore 
what role they could play as co-
designers of future products  
and services.

“The Modern Ageing movement is on the march.  
By way of example, the GCMA is honored and very 
excited to be serving the Strathalbyn community to 
imagine and co-create a nation-leading response  
to aged care through the design and build of a  
new facility.”

Global Centre for Modern Ageing Chief 
Executive Officer Julianne Parkinson.

The Modern Ageing movement 
is on the march. By way of 
example, the GCMA is honored 
and very excited to be serving the 
Strathalbyn community to imagine 
and co-create a nation-leading 
response to aged care through 
the design and build of a new 
facility.

All these relationships strengthen 
our ability to improve the future.

Our team continues to strengthen 
on the inside too. We are delighted 
to welcome new Board Member, 
Dr John Beard and three new 
team members Nicola Barr, Troy 
Flower and Amelia McCabe. 

Special thanks to all of you 
who are working alongside 
others to deliver the necessary 
breakthroughs.

Julianne Parkinson, 
Chief Executive

http://www.gcma.net.au
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A new era for aged care 
to begin in Strathalbyn

(from left to right) Georgina Downer - Liberal candidate for Mayo, Hon Stephen 
Wade MLC - Minister for Health and Wellbeing, Josh Teague - Member for Heysen, 
Veera Mustonen - GCMA Executive Director LifeLab, Julianne Parkinson - GCMA 
Chief Executive Officer and Maria Hoorenman - Director of Nursing & Midwifery at the 
Strathalbyn District Health Service.

Continued next page >

Aged care residents in 
Strathalbyn will be part of a 
nation-leading initiative which 
will see them co-design a new 
aged care precinct to better 
meet their needs now and into 
the future.

Delivering on its commitment to 
reopen Kalimna, the Marshall 
Liberal Government today 
announced it had engaged the 
Global Centre for Modern Ageing 
(GCMA) to take Strathalbyn to 

the forefront of modern ageing in 
Australia and the world.

Minister for Health and Wellbeing 
Stephen Wade said the 
appointment marked a milestone 
in the delivery of world-leading 
aged care at Strathalbyn.

“In the 1980s, Strathalbyn’s 
commitment to aged care saw 
Kalimna built, starting a tradition 
of providing community led, 
connected and co-operative 
aged accommodation,” Minister 
Wade said.

“The Strathalbyn community will 
now build on that legacy - with 
the $12 million upgrade of the 
Strathalbyn and District Aged Care 
Facility and the reactivation of 
Kalimna presenting an opportunity 
to redesign the delivery of aged 
care in South Australia.

“In the shadow of Oakden, we 
are not waiting for the findings of 
the Aged Care Royal Commission 
to act. We want to deliver best 
practice care to our elderly 
South Australians today and we 
know that intimately involving 
them in the design of their 
accommodation is the best way to 
ensure they live and age well.

“The GCMA is a key organisation 
operating in this space and brings 
expertise in co-design and co-
creation. I’m delighted they are 
teaming up with another leader in 
this space, The Australian Centre 
for Social Innovation, to engage 
with the community and clinicians 
in this exciting project.

“Their findings will not only inform 
the future design of the new 
Strathalbyn aged care precinct, 
but a broader aged care model of 
care for South Australians.

“This is a game-changer for how 
we care for older Australians.

More than 150 people from 
the Strathalbyn community are 
expected to be involved in GCMA’s 
engagement, including future 
residents, health practitioners and 
service providers.

http://www.gcma.net.au
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Member for Heysen Josh Teague 
said residents and community 
members will be asked to take part 
in a series of interviews, co-design 
sessions and an open house 
community forum on 27 March.

“The community has worked 
diligently towards these goals, first 
to reopen Kalimna, and secondly 
to secure the future of aged care 
at Strathalbyn. Together, we have 
advocated for these outcomes,” 
Mr Teague said.

“We’re doing what we said we 
would do. I now encourage 
everyone to participate in the 
commissioning and co-design 
process, carrying on the Kalimna 
tradition.

“We are honoured to be able to 
deliver this project to the people of 
Strathalbyn.”

Chief Executive Officer of GCMA, 
Julianne Parkinson, said the 
co-design initiative, which will 
be led by Veera Mustonen, is 

about exploring how people can 
age well and continue being 
connected to the community.

“At the core of this project is a 
commitment to develop a place 
that the community values - where 
residents want to live, and families 
want to visit.

“We know from experience that 
if you co-create the journey with 
people, they are much more 
likely to enjoy the process of 
transitioning to a new environment.

“Asking residents about their life 
and what will make a difference 
to them will take this facility from a 
nursing home to something much 
more special.”

In addition to Kalimna itself, the 
current 56-bed aged care facility 
will be extended by 36 beds, 
bringing it to a total of 92 aged 
care beds.

The State Government has 
committed $8 million for 24 beds, 
while the Federal Government will 

fund the remaining 12 beds at a 
cost of nearly $4 million.

Wiltshire & Swain Architects have 
been awarded the architectural 
contract for the facility and will 
work closely with GCMA.

The State Government today also 
released the business case into 
the future of the Kalimna site and 
has ruled out using the site as a 
car park, as recommended.

“Kalimna is an extraordinarily 
valuable asset for the local 
community. The Marshall Liberal 
Government is committed to 
ensuring that Kalimna is reopened 
and reinvigorated, and will never 
accept that it should be anything 
less or, as the business case finds, 
a carpark,” Minister Wade said.

“That is not in the interests of the 
local community. I look forward to 
a bright future for Kalimna as part 
of the development of this exciting 
health precinct in Strathalbyn.”

“At the core of this project is a commitment to develop 
a place that the community values - where residents 
want to live, and families want to visit.”
Julianne Parkinson, GCMA Chief Executive Officer

http://www.gcma.net.au
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The Global Centre for 
Modern Ageing (GCMA) has 
added another international 
heavyweight, Dr John Beard,  
to its Board.

The Centre’s Chair, renowned 
businessman Raymond Spencer, 
said the Global Centre for 
Modern Ageing was delighted 
with Dr Beard’s appointment and 
believe his expertise, gravitas and 
experience will help ensure the 
Centre delivers on its mission to 
take South Australia to the forefront 
of modern ageing in Australia and 
the world.

“Throughout his career, and 
most recently as the Director of 
the World Health Organisation’s 
(WHO) Department of Ageing and 
Life Course, Dr Beard has gained 
unique insight into the challenges 
and opportunities this growing 
market presents for the world, and 
we are privileged to have him 
as part of the GCMA team,” said 
Raymond Spencer. 

On his appointment to the GCMA 
Board, Dr Beard expressed his 
passion for reframing the way 
people think about ageing and 
older people. 

“With ageing populations set 
to soar, increasing awareness 
of ageing, building a sound 
evidence base on ageing-related 
issues and developing the right 
policies and tools that can help 
address the influence of ageing 
on global, regional and national 
health is imperative,” said Dr Beard.

“There are very few organisations 
in the world who are wholly 
committed to understanding the 
global ageing phenomena and 
working with people, businesses 
and governments to propel the 
Modern Ageing narrative forward, 
so I am proud to be a part of this 
important organisation.”

“I look forward to working with the 
GCMA Board and executive as we 
work to ensure all older people are 
given the best opportunity to live 
and age well,” Dr Beard added.

The Global Centre for Modern 
Ageing’s CEO Julianne Parkinson 
said that with the ABS data stating 
the number of people over 65 
in Australia is growing rapidly - 
from 3.7 million in 2016 to nearly 
6 million by 2031, the GCMA is 
focused on what this new Modern 
Ageing sector could mean for 
Australia and abroad.

“The GCMA provide access to 
insights and world class processes 
to best position South Australian 
companies to understand the 
older people’s changing needs 
and wants and to cocreate 
needed products and services,” 
said Ms Parkinson.

“The social impact that will come 
in empowering and supporting 
people in their 60s, 70s, 80s, 
90s and beyond through the 
transition of their full life’s course 
will not only allow us to tap into 
this most powerful asset but, in 
fact, it will create a better place 
to live for South Australians of all 
generations,” Ms Parkinson added.

World health and global ageing expert 
Dr John Beard joins GCMA Board

Dr John Beard

“With ageing populations set to soar, 
increasing awareness of ageing, building 
a sound evidence base on ageing-related 
issues and developing the right policies 
and tools that can help address the 
influence of ageing on global, regional 
and national health is imperative.”
Dr John Beard

http://www.gcma.net.au
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The GCMA were delighted 
to partner with Unchartered 
Leadership on the Second Life 
project designed to tap into the 
minds of our wise elders to address 
the increasingly complex societal 
challenges in today’s world.  

Here are some of the photos of 
the dynamic group in the Flinders 
University New Venture Institute at 
Tonsley Innovation District.

Second  
Life

In the last few months, our team 
has grown with three new staff 
members coming on board.  
Welcome to the team -  
Amelia McCabe, Nicola Barr  
& Troy Flower!

Find out more 

New GCMA Team members

Amelia McCabe Nicola Barr Troy Flower

http://www.gcma.net.au
www.gcma.net.au/executive-team-overview
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Industry Introduction to the GCMA and LifeLab

MONDAY 18 MARCH 2019, 3.30PM - 4.30PM 
FRIDAY 12 APRIL 2019, 1.30PM - 2.30PM 
WEDNESDAY 1 MAY 2019, 10.00AM - 11.00AM

With the number of people over 65 predicted to 
reach almost six million people by 2030, there is an 
increasing need to redefine middle age(s), and how 
to meet this growing market’s wants and needs.

The GCMA is hosting introduction sessions in our world 
class LifeLab @ Tonsley for businesses of all sizes who 
would like to understand more about modern ageing, 
and the commercial services this growing sector  
can offer.

Places are limited - Register now!

Start Up Workshop: Building global innovation ecosystems in ageing

TUESDAY 19 MARCH 2019, 3.30PM - 5.00PM

The Global Centre for Modern Ageing is pleased 
to invite South Australian innovators and start-ups 
to meet international expert Stephen Johnston, 
co-founder of Aging2.0 and to network with other 
businesses at this interactive session.

With a global network of 74 volunteer-run chapters 
across 22 countries focused on eight ‘Grand 
Challenges’, Stephen is passionate about helping 
businesses accelerate innovation to address the 
biggest challenges and opportunities in aging. 

Find out more

Tonsley Open Day

SUNDAY 24 MARCH 2019, 10.00AM - 4.00PM

In 2008, the last car rolled off the Mitsubishi manufacturing line at Tonsley.  
Ten years on, the site has been transformed into Australia’s most awarded 
innovation district.

This free family-friendly event will give members of the community an opportunity 
to tour this vibrant district and visit our GCMA LifeLab.

Come see, hear and touch the innovations and technologies at Tonsley.

Find out more

Industry Forum: The Aged Care Boom in China

WEDNESDAY 27 MARCH 2019, 3.30PM - 5.30PM

The Global Centre for Modern Ageing are delighted to host Bonnie Shek, 
Director of the Hong Kong Trade Development Council, who will share her 
insights into the Hong Kong market and the aged care boom in China.

This free industry event represents a significant opportunity for Australian 
healthcare and aged care providers to capitalise on their expertise and  
strong reputation in the region.

Find out more

Upcoming events

Global Centre for Modern Ageing Limited 

1284 South Road, MAB Eastern Promenade, MAB Tenancy E11 
Tonsley, South Australia 5042 Australia

T +61 8 6117 5510   E info@gcma.net.au

gcma.net.au

http://www.gcma.net.au
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/industry-introduction-global-centre-for-modern-ageing-lifelabtonsley-tickets-57677866050?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/building-global-innovation-ecosystems-in-ageing-tickets-58616358105
https://tonsley.com.au/event/tonsley-open-day/
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-aged-care-boom-in-china-how-to-participate-tickets-57517974811
http://www.gcma.net.au

